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CHAPTER 3
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1. THE Frsr COMMANDMENT.

Q. What is the First Command
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A. The First Commandment commands us to
worship God by acts of faith, hope and charity;
by prayer and sacrifice. :
i g’ What does the First Commandment for-
1

A. The First Commandment forbids especial-
ly Idolatry, False Worship, Superstition, Neg-
lect of prayer, all dealing with devils, spirit-
mediums, and fortune-tellers, and all sins
against Faith, Hope and Charity.

Q. Which are the chief sins against Faith?

A. The chief sins against Faith are: (1) Wil-
ful religious ignorance; (2) Wilful Religious
Indifference; (3) Maliciously to deny God; (4)
Obstinately to refuse to believe His Revelation;
(5) Not to profess the Faith openly when cir-
cumstances require it.
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The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine is
unique because it starts from questions which the in-
quiring mind asks about religion and advances the
reader by degrees, first to an understanding that
the Catholic Church is the authority which embodies all
the religious truths and obligations required by God of
mankind, and then to a knowledge of exactly what it is
the Church teaches and what one must do to save his
soul. Thus, the book is ideal for inquirers and converts,
but it is also—and for the same reasons—extremely
provocative and stimulating as a review for adult Catho-
lics. The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine is
penetrating, incisive and uncompromising.

“The Profession of Catholic Faith” on page 101
alone is worth the price of the book.
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9. Tae SEcoNp COMMANDMENT.
12

is the Second Commanant

% }I‘theatSZf:ond Commandment is: Thou shz_a.lt
not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

Q. What does the Second Commandment com-

?

maﬁd The Second Commandment commands us
(1) To use the name of God reverently; (2) To
speak with respect of God, holy persons, and
holy things; (3) To keep our lawful oaths and
VOVCS% What does the Second Commandment for-
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" A. The Second Commandment forbids the
taking of God’s name in vain, pr(_)fane words,
blasphemy, cursing, false and unjust oaths.

Q. What leads
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Q. Do transgressions against the Second Com-

';nm;dme'nt constitute a light or a grievous mat-
er

A.‘ Blasphemy, cursing and perjury constitute

a grievous matter. Taking God’s name in vain

and prq inari i matter,

3. TeHE THikD COMMANDMENT)

Q. What is the Third Commandment?

A. The Third Commandment is: Remember
that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.

Q. Which 1is the Sabbath day?

A. Saturday is the Sabbath day.

Q. Why do we observe Sunday instead of
Saturday?

A. We observe Sunday instead of Saturday
because the Catholic Church transferred the
solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.

Q. Why did the Catholic Church substitute
Sunday for Saturday?

A. The Church substituted Sunday for Satur-
day, because Christ rose from the dead on a Sun-
day, and the Holy Ghost descended upon the
Apostles on a Sunday.

Q. By what authority did the Church substi-
tute Sunday for Saturday?

A. The Church substituted Sunday for Satur-
day by the plenitude of that divine power which
Jesus Christ bestowed upon her.

Q. What does the Third Commandment com-
mand?

A. The Third Commandment commands us
to sanctify Sunday as the Lord’s Day.
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Q. Is a transgression against the Fourth Com.-
mandment a grievous or a light matter?

A. A transgression against the Fourth Com-
mandment may be either a grievous or a light
matter,

5. THE Firra COMMANDMENT,

Q. What is the Fifth Commandment?

A. The Fifth Commandment is: Thou shalt
not kill.

Q. What does the Fifth Commandment com-
mand?

A. The Fifth Commandment commands us to
respect our ncighbor’s right to life, liberty and
heaven, and to consult our own temporal and
spiritual welfare.

Q. What does the Fifth Commandment for-
bid?

A. The Fifth Commandment forbids the in-
jury of our neighbor’s life and liberty, as
hatred, revenge, angry and contemptuous words,
blows, murder; (2) Injury to our neighbor’s
soul, by scandal, leading him into sin or co-
operating in his sin; (3) All abuse of our own
life and liberty, by excess in eating and drink-
ing, or otherwise injuring our hecalth, and
suicide.

Q. Is a transgression against the Fifth Com-
mandment a grievous or a light matter?

A. A transgression against the Fifth Com-

mandment may be either a gricvous or a light
matter.
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b(?? What does the Third Commandment for-
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A. The Third Commandment forbids (1) The
omission of prayer and divine worship; (2) All
unnecessary servile work ; (3) Whatever hinders
the keeping of the Lord’s Day holy.
Q. Is the desecration of the Lord’s Day @
grievous matter?
A. The desecration of the Lord’s Day is a
grievous matter in itself, though it admits of
light pmatter:

4. TaE FourTH COMMANDMENT]

Q. What is the Fourth Commandmeni?

A. The Fourth Commandment is: Honor thy
father and thy mother.

Q. What does the Fourth Commandment com-
mand?

A. The Fourth Commandment commands, (1)
Children to love, honor, and obey their Parents;
(2) Parents to provide for the temporal welfare
of their children and give them a Religious Edu-
cation; (3) It defines the duties of Subjects and
Superiors. : .

Q. What reward did God promise to obedient
children? .

A. God has promised a long and happy life
to obedient children.
Q. What does the Fourth Commandment for-

id?

k (ik The Fourth Commandment forbids, (1)
All  disobedience, ill-will, and contempt of
parents, and other lawful superiors; (2) 'All
neglect of duty in parents and other superiors.
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6. THE SixTH AND THE NINTH COMMANDMENTS.

Q. What is the Sizth Commandmenty

A. The Sixth Commandment is: Thou shalt
not commit adultery.

Q. What is the Ninth Commandment?

A. The Ninth Commandment is: Thou shalt
not covet thy neighbor’s wife.

Q. What do the Sixth and the Ninth Com-
mandments command?

A. The Sixth and Ninth Commandments com-
mand us to be chaste in thought, desire, words,
and actions.

Q. What does the Sixth and Ninth Command-
ments forbid?

A. The Sixth and Ninth Commandments for-
bid all immodesty in thoughts, desires, words
and actions.

Q. Is a transgression against the Sizth and
Ninth Commandments a grievous matter?

A. A direct transgression against the _Slxth
and Ninth Commandments is always a grievous

—matter.

7. TuE SEVENTH AND TENTH COMMANDMENTS.

Q. What 1s the omnﬂreanmu_md-mmﬂ—

A. The Seventh Commandment is: Thou shalt
not steal.

Q. What is the Tenth Commandment?

A. The Tenth Commandment is: Thou shalt
not covet thy neighbor’s goods.

Q. What do the Seventh and Tenth Com-
mandments command?

A. The Seventh and Tenth Commandments
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8. TuE Eigra CoMMANDMENT.
Q. What——the EighthCommand

A. The Eighth Commandment is: ’?lf:\?shalt
not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Q. What does the Eighth Commandment com-
mand?

A. The Eighth Commandment commands us

to tell the truth and to be charitable in our
words.

bid?

A. The Eighth Commandment forbids us to
lie to our neighbor, or to injure him by calum-
nies, detractions, violations of secrecy, unjust
suspicions, rash judgments, or unkind words.

Q. What does the Eighth Commandment for-

Q. What must he do who has injured his
' ’s good name?
mtg.hb}(;:; sw!ixo has injured his neighbor’s good
name must undo the harm as soon as possible.
Q. Is a transgression against the Eighth Com-
mandment a grievous or a light matter?
A. A transgression against the Eighth Com-
mandment may be either a grievous or a light
matter.

CHAPTER VI
THE SIX PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH

Q. Which are the chief laws which the Church
has made?

A. The chief laws which the Church has mad
are the Six Precepts of the Church.

Q. Is a transgression of the Precepts of the
Church a grievous or a light matter?

A. A transgression of the Precepts of the
Church is a grievous matter.

Q. Why is a transgression of the Precepts of
the Church a grievous matter?

A. A transgression of the Precepts of the
Church is a grievous matter because the Pre-

cepts indicate the lowest standard consistent
with Catholic Practice.

1. THE First PrECEPT.

Q. What is the First Precept?

A. The First Precept is: To hear Mass on
Sundays and Holydays of Obligation.

Q. Why did the Church institute Holydays?




